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back. In consequence students cannot keep up their
interest and this causes further absence. Thirdly, the
present girl teacher does not command prestige in the
village,

I cannot go into the problem in detail here but it is
clear that there is a maladjustment of the present edu-
cational system to the general social condition in the
village. A field study of the educational system in a
district is Shantung by Mr. Liao Tai-chu l shows that
the maladjustment is not limited to this village but is a
general phenomenon in Chinese villages. This deserves
further systematic investigation from which practical
suggestions may be drawn,

6. MARRIAGE

The problems of inheritance and filial obligation do
not arise in normal conditions until the children grow
up and get married. Therefore, we can come tc the
problem of marriage first.

In the village, sons and daughters give their parents
a free hand in arranging their marriage affairs and will
obey accordingly. It is considered as improper and
shameful to talk about one's own marriage. Therefore
there is no such thing as courtship. The parties to
this transaction are not acquainted with one another;
and after the engagement is fixed, must avoid each
other.

Arrangements for marriage are made early in the
child's life, usually when it is six or seven years of age.
This is necessary if there is to be a large range for
selection, because children of good families are usually
promised very early. My informants repeatedly ob-
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